
hen the college 

opened in 1961, the 

chicken coops located on the 

Pederson ranch were converted 

for campus use. F Building housed 

the campus coffee shop, which 

doubled as the cafeteria, and a full 

soda fountain. E Building served as 

the library; D Building comprised 

the science and math classrooms and offi ces; and G 

Building contained classrooms. 

 The availability of homes in Thousand Oaks was 

limited in the early 1960s, so Kramer Court was 

constructed to serve as faculty housing for the newly 

established college. One apartment in the complex was 

always held open for 

guest lecturers and 

other visitors 

of note.

   A swimming 

pool, once located behind 

Kramer Court, was the fi rst facility to be built on the 

campus. It served as a gathering place for potential donors 

from churches throughout the Southland. It was removed 

in 1997 to make room for the Spies-Bornemann Center 

for Education and Technology.    

      Pederson ranch house, built in 1913, was the home 

of the Pederson Family.  A Ventura County and City of 

Thousand Oaks Historical Landmark, the house was 

moved to its current location and renovated in 1986. It 

was originally 

located where 

the Ahmanson 

Science Center 

now stands.
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Pederson ranch with pump house 
in the background.

The Pederson ranch 
house, built in 1913, is a 
historical landmark.

The fi rst campus soda fountain and cafeteria were 
housed in one of the ranch’s renovated chicken coops.

Many events, including the fi rst 
commencement ceremony in 1964, 
were held in the little quad between the 
E and F buildings.

The fi rst swimming pool attracted thousands of 
visitors to Cal Lutheran.

Pederson family and 
friends at the ranch 
house in 1917.

The Ranch


