




Southern Skies With a history rich in tragedy and triumph, South Africa proved the perfect destination for two CLU students to combine study 
abroad and service learning. Last spring, upperclassmen Jenna Finch and Greg Lehman spent the semester taking classes in community and economic 
development, as well as Afrikaans language, at the University of Stellenbosch. They also worked with disadvantaged youths in the townships of Klapmuts 
and Sir Lowry Pass. The opportunity allowed them to experience South Africa from the inside, learning about that nation while contributing their time to 
make personal connections with individuals. With travel programs to Africa, Europe, Australia, South America, and Asia, 125 CLU students are heading 
overseas this year in semester-long study opportunities, while another 50 will head out on short-term trips and service-learning tours.IMMERSEMore Travels

www.callutheran.edu/abroad

a �“ONE OF THE GREATEST THINGS I’ve ever 

done” describes Jenna Finch of her time 

learning and working with children in an 

HIV/AIDS support group in South Africa.

d �SWINGING THROUGH TREES takes  

protective headgear, as Greg Lehman  

and friends discover.
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f �SOUTHERN CLIMES: Cape Town beckons 

from the slopes of Table Mountain.
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a �BUILDING A LEANING TOWER OF CHEESE teaches two girls about Italy, while giving them a healthy snack  

in their South African township.

“�I was working doing an HIV and  
AIDS support group for kids, and it was 
kind of intimidating. They threw us in 
and said come up with a 10-week lesson 
plan, so we did a lot of research and we 
realized it didn’t have to be technical, 
the kids were really young and needed a 
positive force in their lives. It was a great 
experience, not only culturally but it got 
me out of my comfort zone. The service 
learning was the best part of my experi-
ence, and it was so great to get to know 
the kids. They’d come voluntarily, and 
when they would run up and give me  
a hug, I could really see the difference  
I was making there.”

                   —� �Jenna Finch, senior   
International Studies Major  
Camarillo, California 

 

“�In Klapmuts, I worked at an after school 
program called Watergarden. One day a 
week, I helped teach sports and things to 
promote hand-eye coordination—we take 
for granted that we are properly taught 
how to hold a pen or pencil from a very 
young age. The other days were spent 
on various learning activities and most 
importantly self confidence activities. One 
of the rules for the volunteers is that you 
never give the kids anything—you want 
to promote the idea that they can get out 
of the situation that they are in. They 
need to believe in themselves—that is the 
most important part of the program.”

                   —� �Greg Lehman, junior 
Political Science Major 
Longmont, Colorado
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Marshall Bowen
Class of 1975 
Major: Music

CLU ACTIVITIES: Viola in the University Orchestra  
and Chamber Music ensembles; Choir; Piano and  
electric bass for student bands 

Now: Music arranger contributing to various  
Disney Films and freelance musician

Favorite Musician: J.S. Bach  

“�Most of my time is spent at the Disney Music  

Library copying, proofing, and getting music  

ready for projects ranging from major motion  

pictures like ‘Ratatouille,’ ‘Enchanted,’  

‘Narnia,’ and ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’ to  

TV shows like ‘Lost’ and special projects like  

recopying music from Disney movies for an orchestral tour 

of Japan. CLU was the perfect place for me to go to school. 

I had the opportunity to be in a wide variety of groups  

and ensembles, and even write music for them. This was 

the perfect preparation for my work at the studios.”

Jacquelynne Fontaine
Class of 2004 
Major: Music; Magna Cum Laude & Departmental Honors

CLU ACTIVITIES: Women’s Choir, CLU Choir, numerous Theater 
Department productions, American Musical Theater Ensemble; 
Miss California (top 10) in 2004; Miss California – winner, 2006; 
Miss america – top 10 semifinalist, 2007

Now: Working towards her Doctorate in Musical Arts  
at USC’s Thornton School of Music, and performing opera  
in Europe and the U.S.  

Favorite Musicians: Mozart and Gershwin 

“�My professors at CLU really pushed me, and I got the 

performance opportunities and one-on-one attention  

I needed. Sometimes the head of the department 

would take us to operas and bring us backstage, and 

my first audition was with the conductor from La Scala, 

all because Dan Geeting (CLU Professor of Music) told 

him, ‘You should listen to her. She’s a great soprano.’ 

It’s that kind of nurturing environment that sums up 

what CLU is all about. Now, music is my life. Saint 

Francis said that, ‘when you sing you pray twice,’ and 

for me music is the closest medium for experiencing 

and sharing God’s love.”  COM
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More Possibilities
www.callutheran.edu/career

Moriah Harris-Rodger
Class of 2005 
Major: Communication with a concentration  
in journalism

CLU ACTIVITIES: Cellist with the University Symphony,  
University Orchestra; Wrote about music for The Echo  
student newspaper 

Now: Executive Director—the Guitar Center Music  
Foundation, a national granting nonprofit that gets  
instruments into music education programs

Favorite Musician: Trevor Hall 
   

“�I decided to be a part of The Guitar Center Music 

Foundation because all people deserve the same 

opportunity. I see the effects of music on many  

   different types of people, those who are troubled,  

         at-risk, disabled, or lonely. Music teachers across  

             the country have lost their funding because  

               the decision makers don’t understand that  

                 music not only improves test scores, it also  

                  strengthens society as a whole. So far, I’ve  

                  gotten instruments out to over 23,000  

                 people who otherwise wouldn’t have the  

               opportunity, and that is not enough. So,  

            on a daily basis, I rally people together  

         to support music.” 

 ��	Moriah  (2nd from left) with 	s  

	 members of the Smashing	  

	  Pumpkins at a charity event.	
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Room: Mount Clef 422
Theme: Colors

Room: Pederson 220
Theme: Mocktails

Room: Thompson 110
Theme: Retro

Room: Mount Clef 301
Theme: Media and Music

Room: Afton 610
Theme: Flowers and Fun

Room: Thompson 106
Theme: Sports Hall

Suite Style  This October, several hundred Cal Lu students unleashed their creativity during the campus-wide “How Rad is Your Pad” suite decorating  
competition. Students in 71 suites went to town with designs that could be featured on any home-makeover show, as faculty judges wandered the halls taking 
note of the tasteful and the tacky, the elegant and the extreme. All student residences at CLU are suites, complete with a living area and bathroom shared by a small 
group of students, so suitemates had to work together to create their decorative visions. In past years, room themes have included: heavenly, jungle, sports, and Asian. 
Among this year’s winners was a Fall-themed room, one with homemade posters and another that paid homage to the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim Major 
League Baseball team. 8 CALLU Online: See floor plans and more photos of life in the residential halls at www.callutheran.edu/callumag

SEE More
www.callutheran.edu/living express
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participate Team Players Fall semester saw 197 CLU athletes competing aggressively in the NCAA Division III Southern California Intercollegiate Athletics 
Conference (SCIAC). Kingsmen football finished second in SCIAC (with only two losses) while Regals volleyball also took second place, boasting a 
nine-game winning streak before reaching the NCAA West Regional Finals. Regals soccer also finished an impressive second place in the conference, 
while Kingsmen water polo went all the way to the SCIAC championship finals before finishing as tournament runners-up and third overall. // Among 
the CLU athletes distinguishing themselves were junior Jericho Toilolo, leading the Kingsmen in football, and senior Sarah Rickert, finishing her fourth 
year with Regals soccer. 8 CALLU Online: View a typical student-athlete schedule at www.callutheran.edu/callumag

Jericho Toilolo, Junior
Position: Quarterback, Kingsmen Football | Hometown: San Diego, California

�After throwing for 1,125 yards and 11 touchdowns in 2007, quarterback Jericho Toilolo 

played a huge role in the Kingsmen’s 2008 season as well. This business marketing 

major has played football all three years he’s been at Cal Lu, and as a sophomore was 

named to the Weekly Gazette National Players of the Week Team and the Second Team 

All-SCIAC. In addition, he sustained—and recovered from—some major sidelining  

injuries his sophomore year, returning his junior year in top form to lead the team. 

Jericho is involved in the Fellowship of Christian Athletes and the Marketing Club, and 

he enjoys spending time working out in the Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center. 

On CLU Athletics: “The team is great; it’s a real family atmosphere and an excellent  
program to be a part of. Offensive coach Richardson has taught me a lot of stuff I didn’t know, 
instruction I didn’t get in high school. I think our coaching staff is the best in the conference. 
They’re there for you in the game, or just in life.”
On Tradition: “During Homecoming, the atmosphere at the game is electric. People pack in, 
alumni come back, and players get fired up, not just to play for our team but for our school.  
It’s great to get that kind of support and it’s a blast. You really see how many people respect 
and support the football program, wishing us good luck.”

Sarah Rickert, senior 
Position: Forward, Regals Soccer | Hometown: Littleton, Colorado

Sarah Rickert knew she wanted to play soccer in college, but at the same time she 

didn’t want to miss out on other aspects of the college experience. So during her four 

years playing with the Regals, Sarah achieved a great deal both on the field and off. As 

a sophomore, she scored a team-high seven goals, including two game-winning goals, 

and as a junior she scored the game-tying goal in the SCIAC Tournament Championship 

that CLU then won in a penalty kick—going on to the NCAA Postseason for the first 

time since 2000. She spent a semester studying in Ireland and participates in ASCLU-G 

(Student Government) Programs Board, helping to plan CLU’s much loved “Club Lu” 

Friday night activities. A team captain her senior year, Sarah also has been vice president 

of CLU’s American Marketing Association club for two years.  

On CLU Athletics: “I wanted to play at a competitive level but still have fun and be able to 
enjoy what college and California had to offer. CLU’s program allowed me to study in Ireland 
in the spring, and at a Division I school, you just can’t do that. When I came to Cal Lu as  
a freshman, I made friends the moment I met the people on the team.” 

On Tradition: “One tradition is running up to the cross on top of Mt. Clef and having a 
team talk up there. Also, during the last practice of the season, we dress up goofy, wearing 
anything but soccer clothes, and just act wild and crazy. Every time we line up for the national 
anthem, everyone holds hands and touches feet and sends squeezes up and down the line.  
The traditions make you feel that you’re a part of something that goes beyond the seasons.”

More Stats
www.clusports.com
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Trick or Treat and Charity At CLU, Halloween is about giving to the community, all in an atmosphere of fun and artistic events. The Halloween blood 
drive this October, for example, brought out droves of donors (and fortunately no vampires), while several dozen costumed students in the service-focused 
Rotaract Club went door-to-door in the community collecting canned goods for the local Manna food bank. At the annual Halloween Festival, a huge octopus 
sculpted of light—made by Los Angeles artist Sean Sobczak—set a mystical tone and inspired artists in Professor Barry Burns’ visual design course to make their 
own light sculptures. A “scary ballerina” put in an appearance, as did a Michael Jackson impersonator, fire dancers, and local musician Jim Connolly with his 
ethereal sounds. Pumpkin carving and screenings of “The Rocky Horror Picture Show” added to the fun in the residence halls.    

More Fun
www.callutheran.edu/funMasquerade

a �PIRATE OR PROFESSOR, Michael Pearce 

welcomes all to the festivities.

f �EVEN SMIRKING SKELETONS turn  

out for the Halloween Festival.

f �IT’S A “THRILLER NIGHT” when Michael 

Jackson impersonator Miki Kiss lends the 

evening some different sorts of chills.

 ��	 COSTUME CONTEST: “Did I leave 	s  

	 my pitchfork by the pool?”	

a EIGHT ARMS/LOTS OF LIGHT: Sean Sobczak’s octopus of light sculpture induces wonder and a high power bill.

20
S

p
r

in
g

/s
u

m
m

e
r

 2
0

0
9

 :
:  

Cal



 L

uth



e

ra


n
 :

:  
Ca


m

pu


s
 L

if
e

21

S
p

r
in

g
/s

u
m

m
e

r
 2

0
0

9
 :

:  
Cal




 L
uth




e
ra


n

 :
:  

Ca


m
pu


s

 L
if

e



Finding Faith  CLU is home to people of all faith traditions who seek spiritual expression in a wide variety of ways—Chapel service, Lord of Life  
student congregation, or through programs like Hillel or the People of Prayer group (run through the Catholic Student Club). As a result, students find a 
community that embraces the pursuit of spirituality without expecting it. As Campus Pastor Scott Maxwell-Doherty explains, “Exploring and expressing  
one’s unique faith is a hallmark of Lutheran higher education and there are a variety of opportunities on campus where students can explore the dimen-
sions of believing. And if they choose not to attend, does that mean they’re not exploring faith? Not in the least. It means they are exploring faith 
differently, in different communities, and through different means.” Believe

             “CLU provides many opportunities  
          for students to fulfill their spiritual needs. One of the first things you learn as a  
                      freshman is that your spiritual journey truly becomes your own.  
                  Your parents are no longer here to drag you to church with them and you now  
                        have to decide how big of an impact is God going to be in your life.”  
                            —Meghan Hernandez, Sophomore, Business Major, Las Vegas, Nevada   

More faith
www.callutheran.edu/campus_ministry

d �A PLACE FOR REFLECTION:  

The Hillel Grove at CLU.

1. TANZANIA TO THOUSAND OAKS: Edward Nanyaro, a senior from Tanzania, sings at the International Chapel Service, accompanied by University Organist Mark Holmstrom. 

2. LAS POSADAS: Reenacting a 16th century Mexican tradition, Mary and Joseph search for shelter across campus. 3. BELIEF & BANNERS: Flags from a variety of nations add 

color to the International Chapel Service. 4. FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS: The Student Union glows bright during the annual campus celebration of Hanukkah, sponsored by the Hil-

lel Student Organization and the Multicultural Programs Office. 5. FELLOWSHIP AND FRIENDS: Reshai Tate and Michael Crisostomo take part in morning chapel service.

5

       “I don’t think being Jewish is an issue at all here  
       at CLU... as a matter of fact, when I applied here, one thing that I loved  
               was that when it came to religion, nothing was forced. Here, you’re free to  
    participate, or not, in anything you wish. I love that fact. Last holiday season,  
                   my friends and I celebrated Christmas and Hanukkah... I taught them  
          how to spin the dreidel, and I got to decorate the tree.”  
                                                                —Michelle Schwartz, junior, Communication Major, Moorpark, California
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Volunteer more
www.callutheran.edu/service

a �CLEAN SWEEP: Members of the Cal Lutheran community work to safeguard area watersheds, removing refuse from the Ventura river-

bed and other waterways. Above, President Chris Kimball works along side students to make a difference.
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Forests and Freshmen Scaling heights both literal and figurative, 17 incoming freshmen took part in the first CLU freshman leadership training 
retreat known as Telios—from the Greek word for “completeness” in terms of reaching a destination—which took place at Yosemite National Park 
in August. These newest members of the CLU community challenged themselves physically while making new friends prior to the start of classes. 
The program was designed by CLU administrators, including Clark Cripps, Coordinator for Intramurals, Fitness, and Recreation who recounts, “We 
camped and hiked Half Dome, and it was an eye-opener to see how people’s strengths came out. Students got a chance to bond with 16 other freshmen, 
something that helped their transition to school.” 8 CALLU Online: Interviews and a slideshow at www.callutheran.edu/callumag

More Adventure
www.callutheran.edu/Telios09Discover

 “The highlight for me was  
               when we hiked Half Dome, a seventeen-mile  
round trip. The trek was physically exhausting  
        yet it stretched our mental endurance to the limit.   
   We arrived at the top just as the sun was peaking  
             and enjoyed lunch overlooking the entire valley.   
It was truly rewarding and at that moment my burning  
       thighs and aching back were trivial.” 
 —BRIANA ALEMAN, Freshman, International Studies Major, Upland, California

      “I was a bit nervous not  
knowing anyone coming in, but on the Telios trip I met 
      a bunch of people and got to know them well.  
  It was easy to make friends because you could go up to  
                anybody and start a conversation.  
      Also, the inner tubing on the last day  
                  and the high ropes course was so much fun.” 
    —IVAN INCHAUSTE, Freshman, Business Major, Bellevue, Washington
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A Festive Atmosphere  With a diverse population and an economy built on everything from cinema to  
citrus, Southern California is a place where festivals of every type take place year round—like Little Tokyo’s 
Nisei Week celebrating  Japanese culture, the Coachella Valley Music Festival held in the High Desert, or wacky 
one-of-a-kind events like Santa Barbara’s Solstice Parade down State Street each June. Among the festivals 
students enjoyed this fall was the nearby Carpinteria’s annual Avocado Festival, boasting the world’s largest vat of 
guacamole. 8 CALLU Online: Interactive map of festival locations at www.callutheran.edu/callumag 

              “The whole street was blocked off  
               and tons of vendors set up shop selling the most random things.  
                    Everywhere I turned another person walked by with SOMETHING avocado.”  
                                                                —Katie Nichols, sophomore, International Studies Major, Arvada, Colorado

CelebrateMore to Discover
www.callutheran.edu/fun

f �AVO FEST FANATICS: Students brace  

for an avocado adventure at this three- 

day festival in October.

f �WITH SANTA BARBARA next door and  

L.A. a short drive away, bands of all 

stripes added to the festivities.

 ��	 IS THE CONE MADE OF CORN CHIPS?: 	s  

	 Stephen Shirk ’12 and Lizzy Schmitter ’12 	  

	 slurp down avocado ice cream.	

 ��	 BRANDY GETS A LESSON 	d  

	 in all things avocado from one of 	  

	 the festival’s dozens of vendors.	

Just a few of the hundreds of  
festivals CLU students can enjoy:  

Redondo Lobster Fest•	
California Lemon Fest•	
L.A. Latino Film Fest•	
Pasadena Doo Dah Parade•	
Dia De Los Muertos, Olvera Street•	
Watts Tower Day of the Drum Festival•	
L.A. Comedy Festival•	
World Festival of Sacred Music•	
L.A. Lithuanian Fair•	
Joshua Tree Roots Music Festival•	
California Strawberry Festival•	
Ojai Day•	
LA Bach Festival•	
Kingdom Day Parade•	
Wistaria Vine Festival•	
LA Greek Festival•	
Abbot Kinney Festival•	

a �GUACAMOLE ANYONE? Katie Nichols ’11 and Brandy Newton ’09 delve into the wonders of the  

California Avocado Festival in Carpinteria, home to the world’s largest vat of guacamole.
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ACCOUNTING
The accounting major supplements study of 
the liberal arts with a core of business-related 
exploration. Internships are plentiful at corpo-
rations and accounting firms such as Ernst & 
Young, KPMG, Deloitte & Touche, Farmers 
Insurance, Jafra, and Marriott Corporation. 
Graduates enter the work force with valued 
and sought after accounting skills, and a 
grounding in ethical and responsible business 
practice. Career options include private busi-
ness, nonprofit and governmental accounting, 
and financial work. 

ART
Students choose either a standard art major 
curriculum or a concentration in design, 
which incorporates advanced courses in 
computer graphics. The program combines 
traditional and contemporary art education 
with hands-on experience in studio classes, 
strengthening students’ visual imagery, creative 
skills, and analytical thinking. Many art majors 
study at the Studio Art Center International 
in Florence, Italy. Graduates go on to further 
degrees, careers in education and visual arts, 
and positions in the entertainment industry.

BIOCHEMISTRY &  
MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 
Students learn the concepts and skills needed  
for medical and biotech careers, with hands- 
on use of the key instruments and techniques 
commonly employed in molecular laboratories. 
They also gain extensive experience in the 
use of recombinant DNA techniques, such as 
PCR and DNA sequencing, to study gene 
structure and function. Majors conduct origi-
nal research with faculty advisers, presenting 
their findings at undergraduate research 
conferences, and have earned California 
Heart Association grants, National Institutes 
of Health and National Science Foundation 
summer research posts, and internships at  
top biotechnology firms.

BIOENGINEERING
Majors gain a mechanistic understanding  
of life sciences built upon fundamental molecu-
lar, genomic, and cellular principles, using these 
skills to address challenges involving medical 
devices, implants and sensors, tissue engineering, 
bioinformatics and imaging. Experimental  
laboratories and computer-aided design (CAD) 
capabilities aid students in the predictive  
modeling of the structure and performance  
of three-dimensional systems. Students choose 
from bioinformatics, bioelectronics/devices, 
and biomaterials/biomechanics. Graduates 
enter the fields of health care, medicine, 
manufacturing, electronics, or continue toward 
advanced degrees. 

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE 
The study of biological science covers 
everything from the molecular details of how 
cells work to examining entire ecosystems. 
In their final year, students conduct an 
undergraduate research project in their field 
of interest. Majors typically focus on one of 
three general career paths: health professions 
(physician, dentist, veterinarian, or physical 
therapist); research work (in botany, physiol-
ogy, marine biology, ecology, genetics, and 
molecular biology); or teaching. Recently, 
students have been accepted to top medical 
schools, including UCLA, USC, and George-
town University among others.

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Majors learn the “nuts and bolts” of a busi-
ness career and skills required of successful 
executives, such as effective writing, strong 
presentation skills, critical thinking, ethics,  
and computer and information literacy.  
Students select an area of emphasis, choosing 
from business economics, finance, informa-
tion technology management, international 
business, management, small business entrepre-
neurship, or marketing. Students benefit from 
interaction with CLU’s Economic Research 
Center and Center for Leadership and Values.

CHEMISTRY
With a 100% success rate of placing majors 
into graduate programs—such as UC Davis, 
Indiana University, and the University of 
Ohio—this major guides students in study-
ing the properties, composition, and changes 
that occur in matter. With strong emphasis 
on lab experience, advanced students are 
taught how to design and carry out their own 
experiments and are encouraged to work on 
independent research projects. Recent intern-
ship sites include the Ventura County Crime 
Lab, Amgen, and Rockwell Science Center. 
Graduates go on to careers such as medicine, 
pharmaceutical research, and environmental 
controls management. 

COMMUNICATION
Students gain a comprehensive background  
in mass media and communication theory,  
and complete a generalized major or one  
that emphasizes advertising and public rela-
tions, electronic media production (film and 
television), or journalism (print, television, 
and Web). The study of new and emerging 
technologies is emphasized to prepare students 
for the workplace and graduate study. Students 
complete at least one industry internship or 
produce a special senior project. A sampling 
of recent graduate workplaces include Buena 
Vista Television (Disney), Paramount Pictures, 
and the L.A. Clippers. 

COMPUTER  
INFORMATION SYSTEMS
Combining studies in computer science 
and business management, the CIS major 
is one of two computer-oriented majors at 
CLU. It meets the needs of students target-
ing careers that meld the knowledge of 
information systems and the management of 
business organizations. In addition to their 
major coursework, which emphasizes com-
puter applications in software, hardware, and 
programming, CIS students receive a strong 
business education grounded in the liberal arts.

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Computer science majors develop the critical  
skills needed for professions in software and 
hardware development, programming, com-
puter use in business, computer engineering, 
and education. Students go on to enter many 
of the nation’s leading grad programs or enter 
the work force as Web masters, systems or  
software engineers, database and network 
support specialists, and network administrators. 
Recent graduates are working for Disney,  
J.D. Power and Associates, Teradyne, and big 
eight accounting firms, among other firms 
and corporations.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Within a liberal arts framework, majors 
develop the knowledge, values, and ethical  
consciousness required of individuals who 
wish to serve society through work in the 
criminal justice, legal, and social service  
professions. Offering foundation courses  
in sociology, political science, psychology, 
management, public administration, crimi-
nology, and law, the curriculum integrates 
multidisciplinary theory with the teaching  
of contemporary criminal justice practice. 
More than 80 percent of Cal Lutheran’s 
graduates secure employment in the field 
upon graduation.

ECONOMICS
For students targeting professions in business, 
finance and economics, education, and law, 
the major combines a “mini-core” of business 
courses with the carefully focused study of 
economics within a liberal arts context. Eco-
nomics majors gain more than just a textbook 
understanding of this complex field. They also 
benefit from the perspective of professors who 
have worked as managers and consultants in 
commerce, industry, and government. 

ENGLISH
A love of language and literature inspire 
students to major in English. Students gain 
critical reading and writing skills, and develop 
an overall proficiency in communication. 
Some majors choose to explore their creative 

writing abilities, and many participate in  
the student-run newspaper The Echo, the 
yearbook Kairos, or the award-winning  
literary magazine Morning Glory. Majors 
graduate with well-rounded perspectives, 
creative minds, and skill sets suited to careers 
ranging from education and business to law 
and communications. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
This major involves the application of scien-
tific information to solve conflicts resulting 
from human use of the world’s resources. An 
inherently interdisciplinary field, students 
explore such varied disciplines as biology, 
chemistry, geology, economics, political sci-
ence, law, and ethics. The program is designed 
to develop in students the tools needed to 
critically examine environmental issues from  
a variety of perspectives. 

Exercise Science &  
Sports Medicine
Students pursuing this major focus on one of 
four areas: athletic training, pedagogy (physical 
education instruction), human performance 
(health care via exercise), and pre-physical 
therapy. The physical and natural sciences play 
a major role in the curriculum, with course-
work in anatomy, physiology, psychology, 
chemistry, physics, and mathematics. Graduates 
go on to careers in education, physical therapy, 
and medicine. 

FRENCH
The major provides students with strong 
competency in the French language and an 
understanding of French cultures through-
out the world, based in conversation and 
composition as well as film, literature, and 
linguistics. Majors may study abroad in Paris, 
Aix-en-Provence, and Avignon. Graduates 
have combined their French degree with 
business administration or international affairs 
studies. A sampling of career paths include 
travel specialists, translators, interpreters for 
governmental organizations, the Peace Corps, 
and church mission work.

GEOLOGY
This major is excellent preparation for a 
variety of professions in engineering, min-
ing, petroleum research, as well as entry into 
graduate programs in geology, geophysics, and 
environmental geology. Students head out 
from campus several times a year to explore 
such regional wonders as the Grand Canyon, 
Death Valley, and the Eastern Sierra Nevada. In 
the process, they gain insight into energy and 
economic resources, the analysis of geologic 
hazards, and mitigation of population effects 
on our environment.

GERMAN
Students hone their abilities in German con-
versation and composition while studying 
German grammar, literature, and film. With 
German spoken predominantly in all upper 
division courses, students can further enhance 
their studies by spending a semester or aca-
demic year in Germany or Austria through 
Cal Lutheran’s Study Abroad Program. Gradu-
ates often find work in international trade, 
translation, and education. 

HISTORY
History majors gain insight into the diversity 
of human experience over time and an appre-
ciation of cross-cultural encounters. Pursuit of 
this major helps to develop excellent research, 
writing, analytical and critical thinking skills, 
attributes sought after in fields such as law, 
education, journalism, and business. Students 
may also participate in student-faculty research 
projects that aid them in developing their own 
goals and research abilities.

Interdisciplinary Studies 
Interdisciplinary studies allows students to 
create a focused and personal course of study. 
Working with a faculty mentor, a student 
identifies long-term academic and career 
goals, then structures a course of study from 
across departmental boundaries. Recent stu-
dents have crafted majors such as international 
relations, youth counseling, human resources 
management, political communications, 
film, sports marketing, biological illustration, 
congregational administration, and fashion, 
interior, and landscape design.

International Studies
This major offers students the opportunity to 
learn and experience other cultures, customs, 
and ways of doing business. The program is 
designed to provide students a global perspec-
tive and an understanding of the similarities 
and differences between nations and regions 
of the world. Majors take classes in at least 
three different disciplines or departments, and 
foreign language proficiency is also required. 

Liberal Studies (education) 
Well known for preparing highly skilled, 
reflective, and principled teachers, this Cal 
Lutheran major focuses on educational issues 
associated with elementary and secondary 
education, as well as bilingual and special 
education, administration, and counseling. 
Coursework is augmented by fieldwork in 
public school classrooms. Those wishing to 
teach in California go on to take credential-
ing exams upon graduation. Graduates seek 
careers as teachers and administrators in public, 
private, and parochial educational institutions. 

Marketing Communication
Students in the marketing communication 
major learn how to craft effective market-
ing messages as they gain analytical thinking 
and writing skills. Students in the major 
also develop their abilities to research, plan, 
communicate, and manage globally focused 
marketing campaigns. Internships are required 
for students in this program, and in recent 
years, some have interned at HBO, TBWA/
Chiat/Day, and Amgen among others.  
Graduates possess the skills needed to  
move into the management of marketing 
communication departments. 

MATHEMATICS 
The rigor, logic, and innovation required of 
math students provide excellent preparation 
for careers in engineering, actuarial science, 
education, business, computer science, finance, 
and the natural sciences. Majors become gen-
eralists with well-honed critical thinking skills. 
Math students also take courses in physics and 
are encouraged to study chemistry and com-
puter science. Majors interested in teaching 
may complete the CLU Single Subject Waiver 
Program in Mathematics, allowing direct 
enrollment in a teaching credential program 
upon graduation.

MULTIMEDIA 
Through project-based assignments, students 
develop creative and practical skills as they 
tackle projects in Web design, interactive kiosk 
interface, independent movies, 3D anima-
tion, and digital music. Students work with 
Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop, Macromedia 
Fireworks and Flash, and multimedia author-
ing and video editing tools such as Adobe 
Premiere, Macromedia Director, and Final 
Cut Pro. On state-of-the-art AVID worksta-
tions, students use 3-D graphics tools such as 
Cinema 4D and 3D StudioMax. A required 
internship provides hands-on experience at 
places like ABC Television, Disney, and Fox 
Sports West.

MUSIC
The highly regarded music program at Cal 
Lutheran provides professional training and 
performance experiences that maximize 
students’ abilities while allowing them to study 
privately with some of the finest musicians 
in the Los Angeles area. Individual lessons 
are available in voice, piano, organ, percus-
sion, composition, and all string, brass, and 
woodwind instruments. Solo performance 
opportunities are widely available. Music 
education, music technology, church music, 
and musical theatre are also well-integrated 
into the program. 

PHILOSOPHY
The ability to think critically about important 
issues while developing confidence as an 
independent thinker is one of the major’s  
benefits as students explore the large questions  
of life and existence. Philosophy students 
receive a solid grounding in the history and 
methods of philosophy, examining ethics, 
existentialism, analytic philosophy, philosophy 
of science, logic, epistemology, metaphysics, 
phenomenology, and more. Graduates go on 
to law school, teaching, and business, equipped 
with strong analytical thinking skills. 

PHYSICS	
Majors acquire a solid background in the  
fundamentals of theoretical physics with 
hands-on experience using the latest in data-
acquisition and data-analysis instrumentation. 
A primary emphasis of this major is the  
formulation, approximation, and solution  
of physical problems, using both theoreti-
cal and experimental approaches. Students 
frequently receive paid research posts at major 
universities and research corporations, and 
upon graduation move to positions in nuclear, 
mechanical, aerospace, and electrical engineer-
ing, and the emerging fields of biophysics  
and nanotechnology.

POLITICAL SCIENCE 
Providing a foundation for careers in law,  
politics, government, and business, politi-
cal science teaches students how to analyze 
the structures, processes, and outcomes of 
governmental decisions. Coursework is often 
combined with studies in other departments, 
including business administration, economics, 
philosophy, sociology, and history. Through 
CLU’s Washington Semester Program, majors 
may spend a semester in the nation’s capital 
taking courses and interning in Congressional 
offices, the White House, District and U.S. 
courts, news agencies, museums, defense  
organizations, and the like.

PSYCHOLOGY
Psychology majors immerse themselves in  
the study of human thought, emotion, and 
behavior. Students apply theory and concepts  
to real world problems, cases, and issues, 
developing their analytical, communication 
and critical thinking skills. Internships are 
common at places such as regional mental 
health facilities and the Ventura County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Victims Advocate Office and 
Probation Department. Graduates go on to 
careers in community service, psycho-social 
rehabilitation, research, and business, or go  
on for higher degrees. 

RELIGION
Focusing on the Christian tradition in its 
manifold expressions, this major also explores 
Judaism, Islam, and South and East Asian  
religious traditions. The program seeks to 
engage students in the religious questions 
asked through the ages: the meaning of 
scriptural texts, the existence and nature of 
God, the meaning of life, and what awaits us 
after death. Students graduate prepared for 
seminary study and are eligible to enter the 
Associate in Ministry program for lay persons 
who are ordained by the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. 

SOCIAL SCIENCE 
Offered through the history department, 
this major prepares students to teach history, 
economics, American government, sociol-
ogy, psychology, and geography in secondary 
schools. Students take coursework in United 
States, European, and non-Western world his-
tory, as well as economics, geography, political 
science, psychology, and sociology. Students are 
introduced to the California State Framework 
for history, as well as the national standards so 
they may aim their course of study at the  
level they plan to teach.

SOCIOLOGY
This major examines how human beings 
live together. Students are challenged to ask 
probing questions about the causes and con-
sequences of human behavior, social problems, 
and social change, while learning to think 
critically, as well as write and speak effectively, 
as they argue through some of today’s most 
pressing social problems. Majors go on to 
graduate programs in sociology and social 
work—USC, NYU‑Stony Brook, and  
University of Texas among them—and  
careers that include counseling, journalism, 
education, law and politics, public policy,  
and the ministry.

SPANISH
The program strives to develop in students 
proficiency in the Spanish language, as well  
as a high degree of Spanish familiarity with 
Hispanic literature and culture, to prepare 
them for careers in an increasingly pluralistic 
and globally-oriented world. The program places 
a strong emphasis on developing students’ critical 
thinking skills, and all courses are conducted in 
Spanish. Most majors go into teaching, private 
industry, and government service.

THEATRE ARTS
This major prepares students for performances 
and technical productions in live theatre, film, 
television, and multimedia. Students participate 
in an average of four major productions a year, 
including musicals, original films, and impro-
visational theatre. Majors have the opportunity 
to direct or design a play, which has led to top 
awards for students at the Kennedy Center/
American College Theatre Festival. Graduates  
are featured performers in London’s West 
End, directors at New York’s Lincoln Center, 
technicians in national theatres and ballet 
companies, and film and television actors, 
writers, and producers.

MINORS &  
ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS 
Students at California Lutheran may also  
minor in a wide variety of subjects and  
participate in preparatory vocational course-
work. Students who take advantage of the 
programs gain an even broader education  
and knowledge base. For more information 
visit www.callutheran.edu/minors
Art
Bioengineering
Biological Science
Business Administration
Chemistry
Church Music
Communication
Computer Information Systems
Computer Science
Economics
English 
Environmental Studies 
Ethnic Studies
French
Gender and Women’s Studies
Geology
German 
History
International Business
International Studies
Legal Studies
Mathematics
Multimedia
Music
Philosophy 
Physics
Political Science
Predentistry
Preengineering
Prelaw
Premedicine
Prephysical Therapy
Preseminary
Preveterinary
Psychology
Religion Minor with Church Vocations 
   or Youth Ministry emphasis
Sociology
Spanish
Theatre Arts
 

MAJORS With a broad selection of majors from which to choose, undergraduates  
at Cal Lutheran benefit from average class sizes of 22 students. 

More words
www.callutheran.edu/programs

www.callutheran.edu/programs
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Student Involvement 
Opportunities
Cal Lutheran boasts an active student body. Subse
quently, clubs flourish across campus, representing a 
wide variety of academic disciplines, as well as athletic, 
recreational, multicultural, political, social, religious, 
and service-oriented pursuits. Student government, 
campus media, drama, and musical groups provide 
additional opportunities for involvement. Organ
izations are open to all students. 

For a full listing of clubs and student organizations,  
please visit: www.callutheran.edu/clubs_organizations

ADMISSION 
The admission staff carefully reviews each applica-
tion to make sure applicants and Cal Lutheran are  
a good match. Counselors are available to answer 
any questions an applicant or applicant’s family 
might have. Decisions for freshman admission are 
largely based on high school GPA, standardized 
test scores, a personal recommendation, and an 
essay presenting the applicant’s ability to articulate 
thoughts in writing.  

To apply for admission to California Lutheran 
University, students must submit: 

• �A completed Application for Admission

• �An essay (please see application instructions) 

• �Non-refundable application fee  
(paper applications $45; online applications $25)

• �Official high school and/or college  
(if applicable) transcripts

• �Official SAT or ACT scores

• �A letter of recommendation from a teacher  
or counselor

• �Any additional information that may be relevant 
in the application review

• �An interview is strongly recommended.  
Please contact the Admission Office to schedule. 

• �International students must also submit  
TOEFL scores. 

www.callutheran.edu/apply

For First Year applicants:

Deadline to apply  
for Early Action: 	 November 15

Deadline for Regular  
Decision Round I: 	 January 15

Deadline for Regular  
Decision Round II: 	 March 15 

For Transfer applicants:

Priority Deadline for  
Fall semester admission: 	 March 15

Priority Deadline for  
Spring semester admission: 	 November 15

For more information, please contact the  
California Lutheran Office of Admission:

Phone: 	805.493.3135
Fax: 	 805.493.3114
E-mail: 	Admissions@callutheran.edu
Mail: 	� California Lutheran University  

Office of Undergraduate Admission
	 60 West Olsen Road #1350
	 Thousand Oaks, CA 91360-2787

FINANCING  
YOUR EDUCATION 
Eighty percent of all California Lutheran students 
receive some form of financial assistance, including 
need-based and non-need-based college scholarships, 
low-interest long-term loans, Federal Supplemental 
Educational Opportunity Grants, Cal Grants, Federal 
Pell Grants, and Federal Work Study. 

To apply for all aid, students are strongly encouraged 
to file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) as soon after January 1 as possible and  
no later than March 1. Please visit www.fafsa.
ed.gov to apply electronically or to download/
request a paper application. 

Results of this application determine each student’s 
eligibility for a wide range of grants, loans, scholar-
ships, and work study options. To have the results of 
your FAFSA analysis sent to Cal Lutheran, use code 
#001133 or fill in our name and address on “Step 
Six” of the form. 

Scholarships at Cal Lutheran:

Presidential Scholarships

Scholarships range from $16,000 up to full tuition 
for four years. www.callutheran.edu/prezscholars 

Academic Scholarships

Freshmen: 	�Up to $15,000 per year largely  
based on GPA and test scores

Transfers: 	� Up to $12,500 per year based  
largely on transferable GPA and  
course units completed

Visual and Performing Arts Scholarships

Up to $8,000 per year for students  
planning to participate in drama, music, or  
art (auditions required). 

 

CLU Guarantee

Cost-matching scholarships are available for  
students who are admitted to UCLA or UCSB. 
For more info visit:  
www.callutheran.edu/cluguarantee 

Congregational Partners in  
Education Program

Cal Lutheran will match up to $2,500 per year, 
pledged by a participating congregation.

For more information, please contact the  
California Lutheran Office of Financial Aid:

Phone:	 805.493.3115 
Fax: 	 805.493.3114
Web:	 www.callutheran.edu/financialaid
Mail:	� California Lutheran University 

Office of Financial Aid 
60 West Olsen Road #1375 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360-2787  

TUITION & FEES: 2008-2009 
Tuition:	 $27,600
Room & Board:	 $9,650
Student Fees:	 $250
Part-time Fees:	 $890 

*Part-time students (1-11 credit hours per semester) 
will be charged at the rate of $890 per credit.

www.callutheran.edu/financialaid
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LOCATION
Situated midway between Los Angeles and Santa 
Barbara, Cal Lutheran is located on 225 acres in 
Thousand Oaks, California. Easily accessible from 
the 101 Freeway, Thousand Oaks is rated one of 
the safest cities of its size (127,000 people) in the 
United States. Twelve miles from the Pacific Ocean, 
the city sits at the foot of the ruggedly beautiful 
Santa Monica Mountains, yet is less than an hour’s 
drive from the cultural and career opportunities 
offered by Los Angeles, the second largest city in 
the nation. 

HISTORY & MISSION 
Founded in 1959, California Lutheran University  
is a diverse, scholarly community dedicated to 
excellence in the liberal arts and sciences and pro-
fessional studies. Rooted in the Lutheran tradition 
of Christian faith, the University encourages critical 
inquiry into matters of both faith and reason. The 
mission of the University is to educate leaders for 
a global society who are strong in character and 
judgment, confident in their identity and vocation, 
and committed to service and justice. 

Accreditations & AFFILIATIONS
CLU is accredited by the Accrediting Commission 
for Senior Colleges and Universities of the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC). The 
School of Education is accredited by the National 
Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education 
(NCATE). The Financial Planning Program 
has been registered with Certified Financial 
Planner (CFP) Board of Standards Inc. CLU is 
one of 28 colleges and universities affiliated with 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and is a member of the National Association 
of Independent Colleges and Universities, 

Association of Independent California Colleges and 
Universities, and Council of Independent Colleges. 
CLU’s intercollegiate athletic programs compete 
in the Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (SCIAC), NCAA Division III.

STUDENT BODY 
From different backgrounds and faiths, approximately 
1,900 full-time undergraduate students attend Cal 
Lutheran, representing 43 states and 47 foreign 
countries. More than a quarter of the student body 
comes from an ethnically diverse background. 
Students from 30 different Christian denominations 
(including 26% Lutheran and 21% Catholic) and 
other faith backgrounds attend Cal Lutheran.

ACADEMICS
CLU offers 37 undergraduate majors and 31 minors  
through its College of Arts and Sciences, School  
of Business, and School of Education. Additionally, 
the University offers professional training programs 
in prelaw, premedicine, prephysical therapy, and 
preseminary study. Undergraduate catalogs are 
available through the Office of Admission  
at (805) 493-3135.

FACULTY
With an average class size of 22, students interact 
one-on-one with award-winning faculty members. 
Eighty-five percent of full-time professors hold 
doctorates or terminal degrees, having studied and 
taught at institutions as diverse as UC Berkeley, 
Cambridge, Harvard, Yale, and USC, among others.  
The 139 full-time and 150 part-time faculty mem-
bers are leaders in their fields, publishing in scholarly 
journals, conducting leading academic research, and 
contributing as active members of their industries. 

LIVING ON CAMPUS
California Lutheran is a close-knit community  
with a friendly atmosphere, and most students live 
in 14 co-ed residence halls and several university 
houses just off campus. All residence hall rooms are 
furnished and air-conditioned, with access to laundry 
facilities, TV lounges, game/activity rooms, study 
lounges, community kitchens, and vending areas. 
Some halls have singles and suite-style apartments,  
as well as close access to swimming, basketball,  
and volleyball facilities. Rooms are also equipped 
with voice-mail, cable television, and access to  
the University computer network (CLUnet). 

www.callutheran.edu/residencehalls

NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION
The transition to college (or a new college) is an 
important step for freshmen and transfer students, 
and New Student Orientation was created to make 
this process as stress-free as possible. The focus of the 
four-day orientation is helping new students settle 
into the community, meet new people, and plan for  
a year of academic and social growth. Students are 
also introduced to campus traditions such as painting 
the CLU rocks on nearby Mt. Clef Ridge. 

www.callutheran.edu/orientation

ATHLETICS
Cal Lutheran is a member of the Southern California 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (SCIAC) and the 
NCAA Division III, fielding teams in: 

Men’s	 Women’s 
(Kingsmen)	 (Regals)

Baseball	 Basketball
Basketball	 Cross Country
Cross Country	 Soccer
Football	 Softball
Golf	 Swimming and Diving
Soccer	 Tennis
Swimming and Diving	 Track and Field 
Tennis	 Volleyball
Track and Field	 Water Polo
Water Polo

Over the last decade, CLU teams have won more 
than 60 SCIAC championships. 

Intramurals also play a big role on campus, with 
leagues devoted to flag football, softball, dodge ball, 
and inner tube water polo just to name a few. 

www.clusports.com
www.callutheran.edu/intramural_sports

FAST FACTS More Facts
www.callutheran.edu/quick_facts
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