In addition to Adina’s remarks, this document seems not to be appropriate to the research climate of CLU. I do not recognize in CLU this author’s characterization of a research-oriented environment in which people need to figure out ways to become better teachers. I rather think it is just the opposite.

Also, to take up Adina’s 3rd point, and as a bit of ideological nit-picking, this author (a chemist) relies pretty heavily on a conception of research that reproduces the kind of instrumental research model that we tend to see in the sciences—and which makes the sciences especially ripe for private endowments. If by “research” we mean only the production of the kind of high-concept research at which only professional academics excel, then it’s no wonder that the connection between teaching and research should relegate undergraduates to an assisting role at best. I wonder if there aren’t other models and justifications for supporting faculty research and promoting faculty/student collaboration that go beyond involvement of students in “production” and which might contribute to less quantifiable things like community, enthusiasm, faculty satisfaction, student satisfaction, and student involvement in both a short and long-term way.

Two cents,
Bryan

On 9/21/10 12:03 PM, "Nack, Adina" <nack@callutheran.edu> wrote:
Thanks, Joan.  What concerns me about the premises of these arguments is that there does not seem to be recognition that one faculty member could be both an outstanding teacher and a strong researcher. 

There is also no recognition that a faculty member may need resources and support for their individual scholarship as well as resources and support for actively mentoring undergraduate students' research projects.

Finally, while it may not be a direct cause-and-effect relationship between strong research and strong teaching skills for all faculty members, we should not discount the other benefits of supporting/encouraging faculty research. 

Hopefully, we'll be able to touch on some of these topics/questions at this Thursday's CTL session.

Best,
Adina
________________________________________
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The following two steps should improve an institution’s teaching program dramatically without sacrificing its research productivity and quality.

• Make sure each department has some faculty members (at least 10%) who specialize and excel in teaching and educational scholarship.
• Treat performance in teaching/educational research and disciplinary research identically when tenuring, promoting, and rewarding faculty members.
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Folks:

Below is the second part of Richard Felder's posting #1037 The Link Between Teaching and Research - Does it Exist? This part looks at some ways of strengthening the research-teaching nexus. Felder is in the Department of Chemical Engineering, North Carolina State University,  The Link Between Research and Teaching.2. How to Strength Each Without Weakening the Other. Chemical Engineering Education, 44(3), 213–214 (Summer 2010).

Regards,

Rick Reis
reis@stanford.edu

